
In Antwerp, as in certain other cities, one can see the phenomenon of  public spaces being 
shared by uses of  leisure, work, pedestrian and vehicular access. 

Several of  Antwerp’s squares, often lined with bars and restaurants, also have basketball 
courts in the centre, so that the same space is utilised for various work and leisure activities 
simultaneously. As the denotation of  ‘basketball court’ only requires some painted lines on 
the floor and the installation of  some nets, the space is still flexible enough to be used for 
other purposes when not being used for basketball. (Sint Jans Vliet, for example, is some-
times turned into a market, with the green painted floor visible around the stalls)

In many cases the players become the centre stage with an audience seated on public 
benches around the outside of  the square.

This tour will take you to eight of  these basketball courts. If  travelling by foot, it will take 
several hours.

Lucy Harrison 2008
Produced as part of  a residency at Lokaal 01, Antwerp
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A Guide to the 
Public-space 
basketball courts 
of Antwerp

1. Dageraadplaats
The nearest space to Lokaal 01, 
Dageraadplaats is a pleasant square 
overlooked by a church, where children play 
and run around in the centre while their 
parents sit in bars and restaurants. Users of  
the basketball courts vary between teenagers 
practicing seriously, and fathers with toddlers 
having a first attempt. There are often 
football matches in the adjacent football 
pitch.

2. Kerkstraat
Kerkstraat has the most attractive floor, made 
of  patterned mosaic rather than the more 
usual simple painted lines. There is a church 
overlooking the court, and when the photo to 
the left was taken, there was a group of  men on 
a bench, one of  whom was weeping and being 
comforted by the rest.

8. Sint Andries Plaats
Quiet, residential, with two bars. A pleasant 
atmosphere with trees shading the seats, 
sometimes used by people reading or working. 
The man who practices at Sint Jans Vliet was 
spotted cycling through this square some days 
later.

7. Sint Jans Vliet
In front of  the pedestrian tunnel entrance, 
this is very often in use by young men who 
sometimes wear professional looking basket-
ball gear. There is also an older man with 
white hair but who looks fit and wiry, who 
spends several hours practicing here in front 
of  people sitting on benches. The square is 
surrounded by a road, and often the balls 
bounce in front of  the cars. Surrounding the 
road are several bars and restaurants.

6. Veemarkt
A small quiet square to the north of  Antwerp 
with a restaurant on the corner. A pleasant 
space.

4. De Coninck Plein
Visiting this square can be an uncomfortable 
experience, as its users tend to be heavy 
drinkers who utilise the curved area to 
the side of  the court.  The nets have 
a metal mesh backing rather than the 
usual white board. The shops around the 
square are tatty and the place has an air of  
hopelessness, despite the recent addition of  
Antwerp’s main library.

5. Sint Jans Plein
A very large square surrounded by benches 
and trees. People sit on the benches facing 
into the square even when there is no game 
being played.

3. Stuivenbergplein
A more deserted court, at the edge of  the 
category of  public-space courts, as this is 
surrounded by residential housing, playgrounds 
and trees rather than bars and other types of  
facilities. It is used by local children and groups 
of  people using it as a short cut.
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